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Gary WilesPresident’s Report
Welcome back to the lake after a long winter and a slow and torturous spring. While our water 
levels remain high, it is nothing in comparison to the hundred year flood event suffered by our 
neighbors in Minden. Our thoughts are with those who lost property and memories. On your 
behalf your board of directors has donated $500 to the Minden Flood Relief Fund and we will be 
continuing to fundraise and support flood fundraising efforts throughout the year. 

The AGM will be held this year on Saturday June 
22nd at 10:00am at The Haliburton Curling Club, with cof-
fee at 9:30am, and a light lunch to follow at noon. In addi-
tion to the usual business we will be showing Rob Davis’ 
highly acclaimed video presentation on septic issues. Rob 
has agreed to be in attendance to answer questions. The 
Reeves of Minden Hills and Dysart will be in attendance to 
speak and answer questions.  There will also be a presenta-
tion and discussion on the work being done by the Lake 
Plan action committees. We have had 90 copies of the Lake 
Plan printed and they will be available to those who are in-
terested at the AGM.

Our Lake Steward, Marg Cox, has resigned from the 
board. I would like to personally thank Marg for the excel-
lent work she did for the LKO in both taking water samples 
and in her leadership role at the public consultation meet-
ings held throughout last summer. Thank you Marg, and we 
wish you all the best. Glenda Bryson, a longtime member 
and supporter of the LKO, has agreed to join the board and 
assume the role of Lake Steward. Welcome Glenda! 

Halimar Resort will again graciously host our Regatta 
on Saturday July 13, 2013. I would like to thank Halimar and 
the regatta committee for all that they do to put on this 
great event! See the help wanted ad on back page for infor-
mation on how you can help.

The work done by your board and its committee 
members is only about one thing – the water! We are not 
interested in interfering with responsible use of personal 
property or recreational enjoyment of the lake, but we do 
want to do everything we can to prevent the lake from de-
teriorating any further. To that end we will be supporting a 
number of municipal initiatives and ideas suggested in the 
lake planning process to prevent further nutrient overload-
ing of the lake. Specifically we support mandatory septic 

inspections, the county tree cutting bylaw, and purposed 
shoreline alteration bylaws. In the coming months you will 
start to see “no wake” signage, either on the water or on 
land adjacent to sensitive areas on the lake. Please respect 
the intent of these signs. 

One of the suggestions that came up repeatedly dur-
ing the public consultations was that we should have a 
members’ list available.  Members would then know which 
of their neighbours should be approached about joining. 
This list is now posted on our website and on page 10 of 
this newsletter. Our membership numbers are still well be-
low our target despite the mass mail out in February to all 
property owners on the lake. We need all of our members 
to engage their neighbors and encourage them to join. We 
are also inclosing membership cards in this newsletter.  

I would like the thank Web Master Graham Parkinson 
for his continued support of the LKO. It was gratifying to see 
an increase in web activity during the recent flood event. 
Please continue to access our website for important in-
formation at www.lko.on.ca . Graham would like to retire! 
So if you, or someone you know, would like to take on this 
important function please contact me at gwiles@sympac-
tico.ca. Finally I would like to thank our sponsors, advertis-
ers and you, our members for supporting the work of the 
board of directors. 

Enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing you at 
the AGM.

Gary Wiles
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Some very smart people, including Dr. Norman Yan 
of the Dorset Environmental Science Centre, view lake 
trout as the aquatic equivalent of canaries in coal mines.

Before the advent of reliable mechanical safety 
equipment, miners took canaries into coal mines be-
cause of their sensitivity to deadly gases. As soon as they 
started dropping, the miners started running.

And so it is with lake trout in relation to everyone 
dependent on high quality water. To be sure, the circum-
stances are usually less dramatic and the timeframe less 
urgent but when the fish start showing signs of serious 
stress, it’s an early warning signal for humans to take ap-
propriate remedial action.

Haliburton County has been blessed with an incred-
ible legacy of some 600 relatively pristine lakes on which 
to base a thriving tourist economy. About 90 of these 
lakes are trout lakes and subject to special government 
rules to protect them from excessive nutrient- creating 
and oxygen-depleting human activities – like phospho-
rus and nitrogen migration from septic systems, fertilizer 
runoff and depletion of shoreline vegetation.

These special rules kick in when dissolved oxygen 
levels in lake trout lakes fall below seven micrograms 
per litre of water, the point at which lake trout cannot 
survive. When the Ministry of Environment (MOE) de-
termines oxygen levels on a trout lake have fallen be-
low this point, the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 
puts that lake on an “at capacity” list and asks municipal 
governments to put any further lot creation around that 
lake on hold.

The latest numbers from the MNR show that 40 out 
of 90 Haliburton trout lakes (over 40 per cent) have been 
declared “at capacity” or “borderline”. This is a shockingly 
high number and should be seen as a wakeup call for 
county decision makers.

Your waste and your water:
the inconvenient truth, EH!

(CONT’D ON PAGE 5)
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Membership
Report

As of May 24,2013 we have 176 paid members in 
LKO which is up over last year but not to the numbers 
we would like. We will have memberships available at 
the annual meeting on June 22, 2013 as well as at the 
regatta at Halimar on July 13th.

During the late summer we will have volunteers do-
ing a door to door membership drive. If any of your 
neighbours are not paid members please encourage 
them to join.

We need the support of the residence and cottage 
owners to make our lake safe and healthy and your 
memberships make it all possible.

Wendy Yeates wendymembership@bell.net
(416) 484-8430 or (705) 286-4606

DAWSON INSURANCE
BROKERS LTD.

Auto • Home • Cottage • Business
62 Years of Continuous Service

Economical Insurance
Intact Insurance
Algoma Mutual

Representing

191 Highland St.,
Haliburton

www.dawsoninsurance.ca
1-800-582-5217
705-457-2411

VISIT THE LAKE KASHAGAWIGAMOG
ORGANIZATION WEBSITE:
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A common denominator among at 
capacity lakes is a high level of phos-
phorus giving rise to greater than nor-
mal oxygen-depleting organic activity.

Given the key role natural shorelines vegetation 
plays in capturing phosphorus released by septic beds 
and artificial fertilizers, the county’s adoption of a shore-
line tree preservation bylaw last year has to be seen as 
an important step in the right direction.

However, according to the Ministry of the Environ-
ment’s Lake Capacity Assessment Handbook, May 2010, 
the largest single source of excessive phosphorus load-
ings in trout lakes is private septic systems, of which 
there are thousands spread across this county. Many of 
these septic systems were installed a long time ago and 
it is reasonable to assume a significant number are in 
need of a major upgrade.

Growing awareness of the oxygen-depleting impact 
of septic systems on Haliburton Lakes is generating 
pressure for a comprehensive mandatory re-inspection 
program for all septic systems.

Approximately 30 municipalities in Ontario have in-
stituted a septic re-inspection program of some kind. 
Some have mandatory cyclical re-inspections, such as 
the one in place since 2007 in the Township of Huron-
Kinloss.  Re-inspection programs can be expensive ini-
tiatives for small municipalities to implement and that 
can lead to political resistance. Effective on-going pro-
grams designed to cover all systems in a recurring cycle 
involving pump-outs and physical inspections are more 
expensive than ones based on drive-by visual assess-
ments. Some critics also view them as an excessive intru-
sion into private property rights.

To be sure, no one likes to be told their septic system 

has to be repaired or upgraded, particularly if that news 
comes with a significant cost attached. On the other 
hand, the cumulative impact of thousands of individual 
sources of phosphorus leaking into lakes can create seri-
ous environmental and economic fallout for the entire 
community. Algal blooms are appearing in the county 
with increased frequency and at least one Haliburton 
Lake has developed three ‘dead zones’ due to oxygen-
depleting nutrient loading.

The question we need to ask is “how serious is the 
threat posed by aging, sub- standard or failing septic 
systems to the water quality of Haliburton lakes and to 
an economy dependent on that health?” If the answer is 
“significant”, as the scientific evidence strongly suggests, 
then the case for mandatory septic re-inspection is com-
pelling.

We urgently need an adult conversation in Halibur-
ton about how to stop the slide in the health of our lakes. 
Mandatory septic re-inspection would be a great place 
to start.

For questions or comments, or for additional reading 
on this topic, contact Terry at environmenthaliburton@ 
haliburtonhighlander.ca.

YOUR WASTE & YOUR WATER: THE INCONVENIENT TRUTH, EH (CONT’D FROM PAGE 3)
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For Tickets or More Information 
705.457.9933  Toll Free 855.457.9933  

www.highlandssummerfestival.on.ca

Fill Your Summer with 
LIVE THEATRE

Performances 
July 1st to August 9th 

see website for details

Peace of mind for your piece of heaven

Haliburton
Highlands Museum

3. Install fresh batteries in all alarms, especially 
those in cottages that were closed down for the 
winter as cold drains battery power.  

4. The same Ontario law applies in cottages as in 
permanent homes – working smoke alarms are 
required on every storey of your cottage and out-
side all sleeping areas.

5. Cottages with fireplaces or fuel-burning appli-
ances of any kind (eg. propane or gas stove, fur-
nace, water heater etc.) should have a carbon 
monoxide alarm – this is law in many cottage 
municipalities.

Visit www.safeathome.ca/pieceofheaven for more tips.

Ted Wieclawek
Chair of the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council

Did you know that you may have less than One Minute 
to escape a burning cottage or home?  This is why it is so 
critical that everyone prepares and practises a cottage or 
home escape plan, as well as being aware of the require-
ments for maintaining and replacing their smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms. 

FOLLOW THESE FIVE STEPS TO PROTECT YOUR 
FAMILY AND GUESTS FROM FIRE AND CARBON 
MONOXIDE DANGER:  

1. On Day One of cottage season, prepare and prac-
tise a fire escape plan ensuring, wherever possi-
ble, that you have two ways out of every room of 
your cottage.

2. Check the age of all smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms.  Immediately replace smoke alarms over 
10 years old and CO alarms over 7 years depend-
ing on the manufacturer.  This is required whether 
alarms are plug-in, hardwired or battery powered.

Telling the story of all of us

It’s difficult to imagine the experiences of the first 
European settlers who came to the Haliburton High-
lands in the 1860’s.They were lured here by the prom-
ise of fertile agricultural land, but soon discovered that 
the terrain was rocky and difficult to farm. Some fought 
to clear the land, however, and by 1865 there was an 
agricultural fair being held in the fledgling village of 
Haliburton. How sweet those first crops must have 
tasted! The settlers also discovered there was an abun-
dance of game for hunting and trapping, as well as vast 
forests ideal for logging. With the arrival of the railway 
in 1878, some settlers who had become frustrated with 
the challenges of agriculture in the area chose to move 

Make Fire and Carbon Monoxide Safety a part of your Cottage Opening Ritual
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Protecting our 
night sky

west to Manitoba and beyond. The railway also 
meant that the area began to be seen as a destination 
for those who wanted to “get away from it all” – as it re-
mains today! 

Just over a hundred years after the first settlers came, 
the decision was made to establish a museum in the vil-
lage of Haliburton. The Reid family’s historic house (built 
in 1882) came up for sale at just the right time to be-
come the museum’s first home. Within about a decade, 
the collection had outgrown the modest house and con-
struction of a new museum building in Glebe Park, on 
the outskirts of the village, began. Today, that building 
houses a variety of ever changing exhibits that tell the 
story of the Haliburton area, while Reid House has been 
restored to a circa 1900 home. Our collection has also 
grown to include a variety of log buildings, including a 

working blacksmith’s shop, which depict life as it would 
have been for those first settlers. 

At the Haliburton Highlands Museum, we’re inter-
ested in telling the story of everyone from the earliest 
inhabitants of the area to the newest cottagers, so we 
hope you’ll come and visit with us this summer! Learn 
about local history, take part in our exciting events and 
share your stories with us! We’re open Tuesday to Satur-
day (and also Sundays from Victoria Day weekend to La-
bour Day) from 10:00am – 5:00pm. 

Please feel free to contact us by phone at 705-457-
2760 or e-mail info@haliburtonhighlandsmuseum.com. 

For the latest information on our events and ex-
hibits, take a look at our website www.haliburtonhigh-
landsmuseum.com or check us out on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/pages/Haliburton-Highlands-Muse-
um/498191436905810 or Twitter: www.twitter.com/

HALIBURTON HIGHLANDS MUSEUM (CONT’D FROM PAGE6)

Brightening of the night sky that inhibits 
the observation of stars and the Milky Way, 
caused by street lights and other man-made 
sources.

Light pollution is destroying the night sky. Never before 
in the history of our planet has it been so imperative to stop 
the loss of our night sky than now. As population numbers 
explode and cities get larger with more commercial and 
residential builds, we are also adding excessive amounts of 
artificial light pollution. This artificial light at night, known 
as ALAN in the medical and scientific communities, is wip-
ing the stars above from view a little more with each pass-
ing year.

What causes it? Simply put light pollution is a side ef-
fect of our civilization and advancements. Its sources in-
clude building exterior and interior lighting, advertising, 
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PROTECTING OUR NIGHT SKY (CONT’D FROM PAGE 7)

commercial properties, offices, factories, streetlights 
and even your own home’s exterior lighting.

We’ve seen the population on Earth double in the last 
30 years alone and with it so is artificial lighting. Its evident 
when you look up on clear night from within a city center 
and only a small handful of the brightest stars are visible. 
It’s even more evident in photos taken in Space from the 
International Space Station (ISS) showing metropolitan ar-
eas lit up at night.

Where I live in Waterloo Region in southern Ontario 
where light pollution is a growing problem. I’ve personally 
witnessed the Milk Way disappear from view over the cities 
of Kitchener-Waterloo in the last 25 years. It’s really quite 
sad.

Already there is a lot of medical and scientific research 
emerging showing the harmful effects of light pollution 
and its affecting everything and everyone. All living things 
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Cottages Hot Tubs

Norm Barry (705) 754-1078 • Cell 457-0153 • info@normbarry.com

Property Maintenance • Security Checks
Weekly/bi-weekly Surveillance of:

Heating• Plumbing• Grounds Inspection
Snow Removal

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let me do the work”

Norm Barry
Hot Tub

Maintenance

Sales • Heatshields • Chemicals
Weekly/bi-weekly Water Analysis & Chemical Balancing
Bromine • Chlorine • Salt Water • Pool • Hot Tubs
Cleaning • Winterizing • Start-up • Small Repairs

“Relax in your hot tub ~ Let me do the work”

Norm Barry
Cottage Check
& Maintenance

PROTECTING OUR NIGHT SKY (CONT’D FROM PAGE 8)

Haliburton Higlands Outdoors Asscociation
is looking for members and volunteers
Find out more at www.lko.ca/whatsnew

on Earth have evolved and revolve around the circa-
dian rhythm – A daily rhythmic activity cycle, based on 24-
hour intervals, that is exhibited by many organisms. With 
the onslaught of artificial light pollution at night we are 
altering this cycle. Its now been showing to cause cancer 
in humans, depression and weight management problems 
due to sleep interruption. It’s also been shown to be having 
a devastating impact on wildlife and plants even.

So what do we do? Turn off all the lights! Well that 
would be good but its not practical. So we need to reduce 
and control the use of, how we use and where we use artifi-
cial light at night. We need to inform the public of the prob-
lem and how they can help make a difference. We need to 
tell city officials and staff that better artificial light manage-
ment is needed by way of using dark sky friendly fixtures 
along streets and creating guidelines that have developers 
use only full cutoff exterior lighting that meet appropriate 
illumination levels and are not excessive.

It’s easier than you think. Email or call your mayor and 
city council explaining the problem and your concern. Tell 
them you’d like to see improvements and reductions in 
light pollution within your city. The more people that want 
change and the more people that know about this grow-
ing problem, the likely hood of changes being made are 
much higher. Like anything, if there’s a demand for, the so-
lution will be offered.

So tell you’re neighbour about it. Explain the problem 
of light trespass and how exterior home lighting can be 
improved (full cutoff fixtures) so as not to negatively affect 
other homes surrounding and actually provide energy cost 

savings and improved safety around the house all while 
being a good neighbour.

Small changes have a big impact! Simply turning off 
your home’s exterior lights in the over night hours can 
help. Better still is changing those old light fixtures that al-
low light to shine out in all directions, to full cutoff fixtures 
now readily available and affordable at your local retailer. 
Home Depot in Canada has a very limited selection of dark 
sky friendly exterior lighting such as the Hampton Bay  
Outdoor Wall Lantern and Lowes in the USA (but not Can-
ada unfortunately) has recently begun rolling out its “Be A 
Good Neighbour” dark sky friendly lighting.

Lowes USA, has paired an excellent in-store informa-
tion campaign along with a new lineup of dark sky friendly 
lighting. It’s even receiving attention around the World 
and is featured on the International Darksky Association’s 
(www.darksky.org) website being approved lighting for 
reduced energy waste and preventing artificial light from 
shining up into the night sky.

Side-note: If you’d like to see Lowes Canada start carrying 
this new line of dark sky friendly lighting let them know. Send 
your email requesting this new product line at a Lowes near 
you. Contact their Public Relations via this email: publicrela-
tions@lowes.ca . By Shawn “Stardaug” Nielsen on March 5, 
2013; OntarioStargazing.ca



10 SPRING/SUMMER 2013

LAKE KASHAGAWIGAMOG ORGANIZATION NEWSLETTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRIMARY ROLE NAME PRIMARY # ALTERNATE # EMAIL ADDRESS

President Gary Wiles (519) 927-5521 (705) 286-1334 gwiles@sympatico.ca

Vice President Jim Bertram (416) 921-0765 (705) 457-4697 jim.bertram@me.com

Secretary Stephanie Wade (905) 927-0474 (705) 286-2360 stephaniewade@rogers.com

Treasurer Bill Switzer (416) 922-0163 (705) 286-3669 wswitzer@waswitzer.ca

Lake Steward Glenda Bryson (705) 457-9037 mbryson49@gmail.com

Director Caryl Marcellus (416) 512-2940 (705) 457-1158 caryl.marcellus@sympatico.ca

Director Wendy Yeates (416) 484-8430 (705) 286-4606 yeates@sympatico.ca

Past President Len Logozar (705) 457-8834     len.logozar@gmail.com

Aceti, Sante & Juliana
Adams, John  & Caroline Stade
Anderson, David
Anderson, Don & Maris
Arnone, Pat & Heather 
Atherton, W.
Baker, Geraldine
Beer, Ross & Joanne
Bergin, Gerald
Bertram Jim & Bonnie Foster
Blake, G.R
Blodgett, David & Melanie
Bordonali. Corado & M. McElroy
Brohman, Gary & Dawn
Brown, Wendy & Russ 
Bruce, Rodney 
Bryson, Michael  & Glenda
Butera, David
Carson, Donna
Carter, John & Bonnie
Chandler, Wm. & Maureen
Clarke, Larry & Hauser, Shelley
Copeland, Ed & Mary
Coupal, Charles
Cowan, John & Rosalie
Cruickshank, Norman & Jean
David, James  & Susan
Davis, Gary & Nancy
Davis Robert
Dawson, Arthur & Anne
Deadman, John
de Greef, Johan & Nugent, Jane
Dunsmore, Don & Karen
Durand, Robert & Darlene
Elstone, Douglas & Betty
Elstone, Michael
Etherington, Doug
Ferracuti, Steve
Freure, Jim & Beth

Gerrow, Janet & Jack
Gomes, Howard
Gregory, James & Rosalie
Grise, Paul
Guminny, Betty
Hart, Barbara
Haime, J & Ouellette, D
Hamilton, Lori
Heyes,Bob & Jane 
Holland, David & Margaret
Honderich, David
Hunnisett, Dr. Jean
Imrie, H. Elizabeth
Jamieson, Dave & Nora 
Johnson, John
Jussila, Jim & Wendy Hampson
Kipping, Brian & Beth 
Knowles, Derek
Kogut, Boris
Kowalski, Gerry
Laventure, Reginald
Leask, Dom & Dianne
Logozar, Len & Karina
MacDonald, Roderick
MacDonald,Craig
Mackie, Patricia
MacLeod, Stuart
& Ruth McAloon
Magee, Marion & Ernie
Martin, Mary & Jeff
Marcellus, Caryl
Marrs, Gordon
McCallum, Donna
McCrae, Tom
McElroy, George
McFarland. Bill
McKee,Dr. Megan
& Dr. J. Hodges
McMullen, Thomas

McTeague, Peter & Michele
Menzies, Margot & G. Kovacheff
Miles, Rae & Gayle
Misener, James
& Brown, Christie
Moebus, Shirley
Moran, K.C. & Laura 
Moynes, Julie & Larry
Muma, David
Nagai, M & Stagg, C.
Needham. Tom
Nickson, Anne 
O’Connor, James
Palumbo, Janice & Sam
Parish, Tom & Barbara
Parkinson,  Graham & Janet 
Peck, Stan & Mary
Petrini, N
c/o Petrini Construction
Puffer, John & Heather
Puffer, Frances
Randazzo, John 
Raskin, Sheila 
Randazzo, John
Rae, Shelly
Raskin, Sheila
Rickerby, Janice
Riches,S & Vavougios, L
Rivett, Steve and Susan
Roberts, Steve & Andrea
Rodwell, Paul
Ross, Donald
Sales, Bradley
Salvatori, Jay
Shaul, Harvey
Sereda, Larry & Lenora
Sharma, Sandy & Scott
Sheppard, Ruth and Stuart
Shuttleworth, F & A. Mills

Sinclair, Kelly
Sixt, Kirsten
Smith, David &
Kathyrn Salmond
Spears, C. & Iczkovitz, S
Stefopoulos, Tom
& Tina Jennings
Stephens, Mrs. Sharon
Stewart, David
Switzer, Wm
Tamboro, Michael & Mary
Taylor, Robert &
J. Landert-Taylor
Thomas, Mike & Erin
Thorn, Doug & Kathleen
Todd, David & Phyllis
Toswell, David & Heather
Tranter, Dave & Vickie
Vanderwyst, Bert & Alda
VanNiekerk, Martin
Varty, Ann & Peter
Venner, Jack & Shirley
Wade, Ken & Stephanie
Wade, Michael & Sandy
Wade, Tricia & Chris deKluyver
Wade, Julie
& Michael Goldsmith
Macklin, Mary Lou & Bob
Walker, Dorothy
Wiles, Gary
Wise, Sherri
Yardley M.D., Trevor
Yeates, David & Wendy
Yordache, Bogdan
Zakaib, Daniel

LKO Membership List

CURRENT AS OF PUBLICATION DATE. 
FOR UP-TO-DATE LISTINGS CLICK 
‘MEMBERSHIP’ AT WWW.LKO.ON.CA
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR 
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISERS
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MARKETING & DESIGN THAT CLICK
416.705.6936  |  reson8cre8ive@gmail.com

Printed by Parker Pad and Printing 
Haliburton ON  705.457.2458

The Regatta has been running very suc-
cessfully for over 6 years and we want to 
keep this tradition alive for many years 
to come! But we need YOUR help to do 
so!
If you are able to help out a little OR a lot, before the 
regatta OR on the day of the regatta, contact Kirsten 
Sixt by email ksixt@hullandhull.com

Volunteer at
the LKO Regatta


